Jones Family Yard Plan
10/26/2025
Also see Jones Family Yard Analysis.pptx.
Questions to Answer
Shown in yellow highlight.
Things to answer before proceeding with yard project:
· What to replace bark with?
· What to replace fence under garage soffit with? Discuss with Eric and Elizabeth.
· Remove large Live Oak?  Have Tree Pros inspect. 
· What kind of deciduous tree to plant in back yard that doesn’t grow in to the power lines?  Ask Tree Pros for advice.
Other things to answer eventually:
· Add a second battery?
· Earthquake retrofit?  Ask an unbiased pro.
Also need general agreement on the rest of the proposed changes, and change plan as needed.
Fire Hardening
https://www.fire.ca.gov/home-hardening
To Do
1. Remove small combustibles within the first five feet of the residence [“Zone 0”] especially if located underneath windows or eaves and against combustible siding. Consider installing a hardscape material around the first five feet of your residence such as gravel, pavers, or cement.
Remove bark and replace with TBD.
2. Cover your chimney and stovepipe outlets with a noncombustible corrosion-resistant metal screen with openings no smaller than 3/8 inch and 1/2 inch in size.
Install screens on 2 chimneys.
3. Consider upgrading openable skylights with multipaned glazing with one layer of tempered glass.
Our skylight isn’t openable, but it is plastic.  Change to tempered glass.  
4. Install aluminum metal mesh window screens to openable windows to increase ember resistance and reduce radiant heat exposure.
Do this if our window screen mesh is plastic.
5. Caulk or plug gaps greater than 1/8-inch in siding and replace any damaged boards, including those with dry rot.
Inspect for gaps and fill as needed.
6. Install weather stripping to eliminate gaps greater than 1/8 inch around garage doors.
Fix gap where rats ate through on the lower left.
7. Replace attached combustible fencing or gates with a noncombustible option for the first five feet.
a.) Replace fence under the garage soffit with TBD – discuss with Eric and Elizabeth.

b.) Convert the garage connector fence to wrought iron gate.

c.) Replace gate near circuit breaker with wrought iron.  
8. If a full replacement of your exterior covering is not possible then consider a partial replacement by using a noncombustible siding material for the bottom 2 feet from the ground and add metal flashing to protect the bottom edge sheathing.
Continue brick fascia all around the house, also to reduce sun damage.
Maybe Do
· Use a noncombustible gutter cover to prevent buildup of debris.  Gutters made of combustible materials such as vinyl can catch on fire and expose unprotected combustible areas of your roof assembly.
Overkill with metal roof as long as I keep cleaning the gutters, but install these when I stop climbing ladders. 
· Create a 0–5-foot ember-resistant zone around large miscellaneous combustible structures. Upgrade miscellaneous structures by using construction materials that are noncombustible or ignition resistant. 
Do this around a trellis if we add one to add shade after removing trees.

Don’t Do

· When it's time to replace your siding use compliant noncombustible, ignition-resistant siding or other materials approved by the Office of the State Fire Marshal. Build or remodel your walls with ignition-resistant building materials like stucco, fiber cement walls siding, fire retardant-treated wood, or other approved materials.
Overkill.  Redwood is good enough, especially old growth.  Also very high cost.
· Install dual or multi-paned windows with at least one pane of tempered glass.  Tempered glass is about four times more resistant to breaking during a wildfire.
Overkill and very high cost.  We have dual pane aluminum windows, but only have tempered glass on low windows and doors.
· Consider replacing screened vents with ember and flame-resistant vents. For fire protection, it is recommended to replace them with California State Fire Marshal-approved flame and ember-resistant vents (State Fire Marshal Listed Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Products Handbook) or cover them with noncombustible, corrosion-resistant metal mesh between 1/16 and 1/8 inch in diameter. However, please keep in mind that these fire protection modifications may reduce airflow and ventilation to attics and underfloor spaces. 
Overkill.  Also could cause rot.


Done
· Replace wood shake or shingle roofs with a Class A fire-rated roof, using materials such as composition, metal, or tile.
Our roof is standing seam galvanized steel installed in 2007.
· Close the fireplace flue during fire season when the chimney is not being used.
We don’t use our fireplaces so they stay shut year around.
· Cover all vent openings with a 1/16-inch to 1/8-inch metal mesh.
· Keep gutters clear of debris.
Done manually for now.  
· Make sure your address is clearly visible from the road.
The high contrast numbers next to the front door are good enough.  Getting the curb painted can wear off and is overkill.
· Add a battery back-up to the garage door motor so that the garage can easily be operated if power is out.
Our 19 kWh solar charged battery installed in 2024 does this for the whole house.
· Noncombustible metal [window] framing material is an optimal choice.
We installed dual pane aluminum windows in 2004.
· Ensure your roof has a metal drip edge installed that completely covers the space above your gutter system.
· Relocate any combustibles nearby [wooden fences] and remove vegetation grown on fences.
· Inspect your roof and maintain it by removing debris and plugging gaps.
Will need to hire someone to blow leaves off roof if have have any tall enough trees left when I stop going on the roof.



Plant Changes
Inspect Plants - Pro
9. Inspect large Live Oak (#2) in front yard for cracked bark at bottom of trunk, black bark up high, and leaning towards neighbor’s house,  and estimate the effect of the neighbors repaving their driveway that has been heaved by the roots.  Then determine whether there is risk of it falling on to neighbor’s house like their arborist told them.  Remove it? TBD  
Remove Plants – Pro for Sure

10. Grind out 3 juniper stumps in front yard.

11. Valley Oak (#2) in back yard – growing in to power lines and too close to house and garage roofs (also lots of leaves to clean up).

12. Magnolia in back yard – growing in to power lines, evergreen making back yard too dark wet and moldy in the winter (also lots of leaves and flowers to clean up) – postpone until new shade tree grows in.
Remove Plants – DIY Possible
13. 4 rosemary plants – 1 along driveway and 3 in the back yard - flammable (and not pretty, and rarely used for cooking).  Also remove planter box with 2 of the rosemaries (not pretty).

14. Austrailian Laurel #1 in front of master bathroom – too close to house.

15. Dwarf Mountain Pine along the sidewalk – flammable, overgrown.

16. Small Live Oak (#1) in front yard – overgrown.

17. Stinking Iris bush along entry walkway – misplaced.

18. Chinese Holly along entry walkway – flammable.

19. Sacred Bamboo in front of front patio – flammable.


Transplant Plants
Only if they are expected to survive the transplanting.  
Create diagram of final yard layout before planting or replanting anything.  
20. Move Winter Daphne and 10 roses from back yard along the back fence and next to garage overhang to out front where it will be sunnier, filling gaps left by Australian Laurel #1 removal, pine removal, previous agapantha removal and cover where mostly dormant winter grass is.   
Add Plants
All plants must have the following characteristics:
· Survive in the Santa Rosa CA climate - Sunset Western Gardening Book Zone 15
· Clay soil
· Acidity TBD
· Low flammability
· Drought tolerant
· Preferably native and common in the neighborhood 
 
21. Deciduous back yard shade tree with max 30’ height to stay away from power lines – TBD - ask Tree Pros for advice. 
Other Yard Projects
22. Repair front left sprinkler and install front right sprinkler.
23. Level patio slabs and replace boards between them.
24. Reseal gutter joints.
25. Touch up gutter, solar system and dog door paint.
26. Add front door railing.
27. Add more front entry and back yard exterior lighting.
28. Fix sensor light on garage to go completely off.
Other Major House Projects
29. Insulate walls.
30. Replace old solar panels.
31. Add heat pump.
32. Add second battery – confirm with annual production report TBD. 
33. Revisit earthquake retrofit to see if it really works to run screws in to foundation instead of threaded rebar.  Talk to an unbiased pro.  Do it? TBD

